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The use of new media and the (ir)relevance of age in social science

Age is no longer enough to explain how new media impact on society: empirical
studies attention should be given also to variables such as gender, educational
level and media experience

By Prof. dr. Eugéne Loos. University of Amsterdam and Utrecht University
Introduction

A new medium inevitably stirs up mixed reactions from society. Technology optimists, convinced that the new medium will solve
& range of societal problems, feel cartain that utopia is near. Technology pessimists predict that adoption of the new medium will
produce dire consegquences for society. Technology history shows a clear pattemn: the introduction of a new medium such as the
telegraph, the radio, the telephone, the PC and mobile ICT applcations is viewed by many as a unique phenomenon, a revolution
effecting our society in an extreme positive or negative way. Over the course of ime, however, it then becomes evident that neither|
the technology optimists nor the technology pessimists had got the societal consequences of the new medium exactly right.

As information is supplied to & growing extent, and frequently solely, in digital form certain groups in our society (non-iners) nisk
being excluded from crucial information. Senior citizens are an example of such a group. Therefore, it is important to conduct
empirical research to get insight into the (ir)relevance of age related to the way people from different generations deal with the
intraduction of & new medium as ICT. At the same time one should be critical about the use of age as the ultmate explanatory
variable in social science research:

“Not anly is it open to question whether age is the most appropriate variable for the topics which these researchers wish to
investigate, it is also questionable whether the reported differences actually yield the insight claimed. Even if age should be an
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Professor Claudio Grassi with is team at the Sarcopenia affects muscles in elderly people.
Medical School of Rome illustrates in a video Professor Alessandro Musesti presents a
their studies investigating the impact of mathematical based project, in collaboration
lifestyles on aging and major age-related with five other disciplinary areas, which is
diseases. aimed at predicting and describing this disease.
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Clear the way to healthy ageing

Lifespan increases, but many age related diseases still have no cure

For most, aging means an increase in health problems that
can range from mild to devastating. Professor Gal Bitan
describes how protein “debris” affects healthy cell functions
and a new therapeutic strategy which shows to be effective on
different disease models.
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